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PasTORALLETTER; 


HUMBLY PIRECTED 


To all the Chriſtian-Proteſtant-Churches 
in England : Whether thoſe who ob- 
| ſerve an Eſtabliſbed Form of Worſhip, 


or thoſe who take the Liberty to 


| diſſent. 
| SHEWING 


H 2 Prot rota of every Rank and Degree, 


Themſelves for keeping a Day 
of Public * with Acceptance, in 


the Eye of Almighty-God. 


Uſeful for the Peruſal of Proteſtants, who would at 
all Times be prepar d for Public-Salvation. 


By an Engliſh-Catholic, of the Metropolitan 


Dioceſe. 
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CarnoiicEpismle, 
OR, 


PASTORAL LETTER; 


 HUMBLY DIRECTED TO 


All Engliſh Proteſtants, of every 
Rank, Office, and Order; and 


.of every. Denomination. 


E 5 Men, True Bri tons, 
LTH oO I am no Apoſtle; not 


one immediately commiſſion'd 
by Jeſus Chriſt; neither do 
— = pretend to any preter or ſuper- 
nan Illuminations, or to any extraor- 
dinary Gifts; yet, as a Chriſtian, as a 

Pecs kung favour'd with the Uſe of 
Reaſon, and with the Light of Truth, 


ram the Goſpel of our common Lord, I 
B write 5 


42 
_ write unto you greeting; and wiſh 
Grace and Peace unto you, from God the 
* Father, and from our Lord Feſus Chriſt. ©. 
As our gracious King GEORGE Il. 
whom God long preſerve, has (in this 
Time of our public Tribulation and Dan- 
ger, from an unnatural 'Popyſh Rebellion) 
appointed à general Faſt to be obſerved 
in England, on the Eighteenth Day of 
| December next; in order to excite, in 
e good Subjects, true Penitency | 
aud Humiliation before Almighty God; 
| whoſe Judgments, we, by our Sins, 
have moſt righteouſly deſerved : Fired, 
with what I truſt will be found a true and 
rational Zeal for the Glory of God, the 
Honour of Jeſus, the Dignity of my 
King, and Proſperity of my Country, I 
humbly propoſe ſome preparatory Mea- 
fares to be taken by Proteſtants, in order 
to qualify them for obſerving fuch a Day 
of public Humiliation with Effet,” 
To this Purpoſe, Truth exhorts every 
Engliſb Proteſtant ' before-hand to "exa- 
mine himſelf, whether be be in the Faith, 
and prove himſelf.— This he is to do, by 
comparing his Principles, his Aims, his 
Practices with the Standard of Reaſon, 
and with the written Word, thoſe divine 
Oracle:,—This, an Eng/i/þ Proteſtant 
1 A may 


| 435 
mays do, but a Papiſt canndt; ſince he 
has reſigned both his Reafan,\ and his 
Bible into the Hands of his Prieft, or of 
the Cathoke Church, falſely ſo called. 
And whereas many, among us, may 
be prevailed upon, by a Far of Danger 

to their Lives, their Liberties, and Pro- 
perties, to comply with this pious Ordi- 
nance of our King ; who, without ſuch 
Confi would look upon the 
Proclamation with Coldneſs, if not with 
abſolute Contempt; Theſe ſhould con- 


ſicler, that they are reproved by. the Pro- 


pbet, as being no other than ſuch, who 
in thetr'AFFLICTION will ſeek God early, 
or, in the Morning ; that is, with Zeal 
and Earneſtneſs ; — yet want the true 
* — of Humiliation. * 
The Difference that there is between a 

Dread and Horror of Mind, excited by 
a View of Puniſhment, and an Abhor- 
rence of the moral Evil, or Sin, which 
has expoſed to ſuch Puniſhment, is very 
«great, The former may be found ex- 
prefling itſelf in deep Humiliation and 
Sorrow, where the latter has no manner 
of Place, 

This is 5 ſeen among young 
Debaucbhees; who, upon the firſt At- 


tack made on their Conſtitutions, which 
B 2 threaten 


: (4) 5 
threatens. Life, - do eagerly ſupplicate 
that God will ſpare? And how 
many their Promiſes of ſpeedy. Amend 
ment? Vet no ſooner is the Danger re- 
moved, but they, lite the Dag, — 
10 their Vomit, or like the Sow which was 
waſhed, ' to their wallowing in the Mare. 
' Similitudes, every way clean and pure 
enough, to ſuit the Caſe of the unre- 
form d Sinner; in whoſe Character there 
is an Impurity and N much more of- 
fenfive l— Satt 2 
The Subject matter of our domalt Hu- 
miliation before God, muſt lie, not in 
dreading the Rod, ſo much as 
and abhorring the fou Ofences which 
have deſerved it. But this will have no 
Place with us, unleſs we attend with 
—2 to tuo things: namely, what 
bave been our Privileges, and in what 
manner we have abuſed them. 
Our Privileges, as Proteſtants, have 
8 the Light and Grace of the Goſ- 
I, manifeſt in our own L .- and 


anguage 

the Liberty of judging for. ourſelves, of 

its Doctrines, its Principles, and Rules of 
religious Conduct: A Liberty of wor- 
Thipping God, according to that Light 
which our Underſtandin gs bave received 
from the written Word; Fans, of conſe- 
ſequence, 


ä Sa 1 5 1 
ſequence, 2 Freedom from all Pcieftly 
Dominion over our Faith. .— Proteſtant 
Miniſters. only propoſing. i as 
the. Helpers of our Foy. All confiſtent 
Preachers among Proteſtants - haves 2 | 
dreſſed us, as reaſonable Creatures 
| have exhorted us to judge for ourſe 
the Reaſonableneſs of their Fly oa 
They have. ever referred us ty the Law, 
— o the, written Teſtimony; and have 
told us, that if what they advanced doc- 
trinally, was. not according to this Rule, 
t their duas no Ligbt to be had. from that 
their Doctrine. They have not preten- 
ded to have in their own keeping the Key 
to the genſe of God's Word; 
aſſured us, that every Man muſt judge, or 
himſelf” of the Senſe of Scripture ; or © 
his Faith will be an implicite Faith 
blind Faith, a Faith that cannot pſibl 
Jove him. - 7 
Theſe are ſome of the peculiar Privi- 
leges which we have enjoy d, as Proteſ- 
tants. And they diſtinguiſh our Con- 
dition from that of Papiſſs, juſt as much 
as Light diſtinguiſhes from Darkneſs. | 
But what has been the Manner or De- 
gree of Abuſe, of which we can charge 
- eurſelves before God * 
Have 


1 8 
Have not many of us acted a very in- 
eonſiſtent Part ? Have we not been guil. 
ty of treating our BIBLES with great Ne- 

ea? How many are never the better 
r them ? How few have made Uſe-of 
Fades Treaty of wr and as the - 
Treafu uy Aa — > 
F making Uſe of our B 
FI has generate into a liceritious 
Ne ect! and a E n n 
about them .- in 31. 7683 * Dy: © | 
"Ou? Gul. 4 ＋ very muek a oravad. 
td} — K glowing Vene⸗ | 
ritjon of our Fore-fathers, Who ſacrificed 
thar” Fortunes and their Lives; in Des 
Fence ef this invaluable "Treaſure; the 
| NL nn yet, we have treated the fa- 
ered Privilege of converſing with the 
Volume of God's Will, his written Win, 5 
with fad Negle c. 
' I would ſay nothing of the reproachful | 
and Blaſp hemousTreatment which the Holy 
. have met with from ſome.— 
of the daring” Inſults offered to the 
divine Character of Jeſus. - Since, ſuch 


things are not fit to be named among 
Cheese! And the guilty have diſavow- 


ed the Chriſtian Name With ſuch un- 


to 0 y Creatures 1 have no Concern, but 


eſire, to ſollicite the Prayers of Chriſ- 
| tlans 


(7 

tians for them; that they may be brought 
to Repentance, and ſo ag Mercy. 
Theſe Perſons are not expected to joyn 
our Humiliations for, or on Account ot 
any criminal Neglect of the written Re- 
8 r will any Man be able, among 
pr Proteſtant: Chriſtians, to j 

— — Confeſſion, who is a — — 
Devotee of his Luſts. The BI BLE con- 
tains an authoritative Rule of Life. Not 
to determine to make it /o to us, is to 
deny its Uſe and Importance: But as it 
cenſures all kinds of Immorality, and 
every Degree of Impiety; as it forbids, 
under the ſevereſt Penalties, all Unrighte- 
ouſneſs, all Unmercifulneſs, and Impu- 
rity; ſo the unrighteous, the deceitful, 
the unmerciful, the unchaſte, can have 
no true Value for the Bible; for this Rea- 
ſon, namely, becauſe it condemns their 
Vices. And to ſuch, Popery,, which 
treats Vice with great Lenity, and encou- 
rages all kinds of Barbarity, muſt be more 
E 2293 on 3 Vie 
Io qualify for a ſucceſsful Humiliation, 
every Engliſh Proteſtant, muſt be fo far 
convinced of the evil Nature, and malig- 
nant Tendency of every Sin, that he _ 


/ 


be determined to forſule 25 well ar | 
confeſs it. „ 
- Only to bed Sorrow. fr: Sin! dae ; 
God, 3 the flaming Sword of Judg- 
ment hangs over us, with an undeter- 
mined Mind about the ſubduing. of our _ 
Luſts, or a Reſerve of returning again to 
our Indulgencies, is to Mock God ;| who 
ly underſtands our whole Intention, | 
and the moſt ſecret Language of our 
Spirits. And we may juſtly expect, that 
ſiuch an bypocritical Humiliation he will 
reject With Abhorrence! 1 VII 12 
But as Men of all Orders, and of every 
Rank and:Degree, are enjoyned this 
lic Humiliation, it will not only be:law- ' 
_ but expedient, that ſome diſtina 
ections be given about their n | 
Qualifications a 11 | 
And our Princes and Nobles have the 
firſt Place. #S 5 60244 L425 bt 
To theſe, wich profound Hu mility, 
1 would propoſe, that they approve them 
ſelves truly great and noble, by an exem- 
plary Reverence of God,——Your exalted 
= Stations, and dignified Characters require 
=_ of you, that you cultivate, in the ſpread- 
ing Orbs of your Influence, a becoming, 
rational Awe and Veneration of the Name, 


the n. and Dominion of God . 
Why 


(9) | 
Why. do you expect Reverence and ” | 
mage from lower Orders of Men, but 
becauſe Providence has diſting guiſhed you 
by Eſtate, Title and Power ? 7 — if 10 3 
Gap it muſt become your princely and 
noble Characters, to pay a like reaſonable . 
Homage to your Maker, The Reaſon 
is truly as urgent. —You are equally de- 
pendent on God, with the meaneſt Mor- 
tal: And he is King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords 1 
However unfaſhionable a Reverence of | 
| God may be among you, nothing can re- 
flect a greater Luſtre on your ſeveral 
Titles, or make you of more Importance 
to civil Society. Diſcountenance all Pro- 
hanations of his Name, who is more 
jealous of his Honour, than you are of 
yours; and can more effectually revenge 
any Inſult ! And who has declared, that 
be will not hold INM guiltleſs, that taketh 
bis Name in vain. 
Did any wiſe Man ever think, that the 
Hon. Robert Boyle, was leſs Honourable, 
becauſe he never mention'd the Name of 
God without a Pauſe ? 
I would humbly recommend it to our 
Miniſters of State, that they ſhould con- 
ſtantly conſider themſelves as accountable 
to God, for the Management of that 
C great 


ſtruction of their Fleets ?- 


| (10) 
great Truſt repoſed in them, as well as 
to their King, and their Country.” A 


conſideration, ſufficient to inſpire them 


with Vigilance, Solicitude and Ardor in 
acquitting themſelves well. — The men- 


tion of this, has led me to recollect, what | 


a great Miniſter of State, CARDINAL 
Worsey, ſaid a little before his Death, 
namely, that i F he had but ſerved' God as 


_diligently as he had done the King, he 
avould not have given lim over in Þis grey 
Harrs. 


To our Generals and Atmireli; and all 


our Commanders, the ſame Principle, a 


Fear and ect of God, ſtands recom- 


mended as of unſpeakable Uſe. What 
but this can prevent Men from purſuing 


Bye-Intereſts, or hinder them from gra- 
tifying their Pride and Paſſion, when the 


3 Intereſt of their Country les at State? 


Has it not been the Want of this, that 
enabled Men to neglect the Seaſon which 
Providence once gave of humbling the 


Pride of France and Sparn, in the De- 
-If there 


was ſuch a Neglect, it muſt be owing to 
the Want of this Reverence of God, a 
Principle, that will always cure the Paſ- 
Hons of Men, and PIE. them faithful in 

* 


(z.). 


their Sphere of Action, and Ready, ta 


their Duty. 


We might, 5 5 this Source, bope 
for a great Reformation among our Soldiers 


and Sailors; who, notwithſtanding they 
behave, ordinarily, with much Bravery, 


againſt the Enemy, yet diſcover too great 
an Jrreverence of God, by the conſtant 
Prophanation of his N: ame, even of his, 
to whom the Sailor prays with the moſt 4 


ardent. Devotion, when in a Storm! 


But would Commendsrs and Subaltern- 
Officers diſcourage all prophane ſwearing 
and curſing, we might expect a ſpeedy 


Reformation in our Fleets and Armies. 
Our Judges, Magiſtrates and Peace- 


Officers, will diſcover a Qualification for 
obſerving a religious Faſt, if they deter- 


mine to attend to the Bui of their ſeve- 


ral Stations with the utmoſt Care and 


Diligence, — God be thanked, no public 


complaints are made of our Courts of 


Judicature in Point of Property. 
Na ſtretching the King's Prerogative, 


nor opprefling the Subject, by partial, 


Or known ,unrighteous Decrees This 1 is a : 


good Omen 1— 


But as to the Neglects of our Magiſ- | 


trates, and Peace-Offcers, in executing 


of our Laws againſt Popery, Prophane= 
> 7 W 
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1 „ 
neſs and Immorality,.— This 7s matter of 
public complaint! And the Obſervation. 
is full of diſmal Truth, viz. That none 
male better Laus, than the Britiſh Legiſ- 
lature; and none have them worſe execu- 
ed. What can be a more horrid, 
ſhocking Charge! Or what can call 
louder for a Reformation Let 
every Magiſtrate humble himſelf before 
God, who is conſcious, that he has not 
been 4 Terror to Evil-doers, and an En- 
courager of the virtuous ! that he has 
been negligent and unfaithful. in his 


—__—_— ny we - 
This has occaſioned many ſevere and 
unjuſt Reflections on our Government, 
when the Legiſlature has done its Part; 
but the Executors of our Laws have been 
very criminally remiſs, —And till this is 
remedied, we have little Ground of Hope, 
that a Reformation of our Manners will 
be brought about. Public Faſts, often 
repeated, will ſignify little or nothing 
without it, Informations againſt Vice 
and Prophaneneſs, have been treated with 
_ Frowns, in the Men, whoſe Office de- 
mands that they ſhould be a Terror 10 
_ the vicious. And even Popery has been 
nouriſhed, as a harmleſs thing! tho' Solo- 
mon has obſerved, That a Man cannot 
6 take 


. | 
take Fire in his\Boſom, 'without, at leaſt, 
burning bis Clothes, —But the Complai- 
ſance has been, from a falſe View of Po- 
pery ; eſteeming the Diſcouragement of 
it, Perſecution, Whereas Popery puts 
its Profelites into a State of War with. all 
Proteſtants; and profeſſedly threatens to 
cut the Throat of every Heretic, where 
it prevails, Hitolerance of Popery cannot 
then be any Species or Sort of Perfecu- 
tion; but as neceſſary a Piece of Self- 
Defence, as can be imagined. And every 
prudent Method, that the wry; fr Spirit 
of Proteſtantiniſm can authoriſe, ſhould 
be taken to prevent its ſpreading among us. 
We ſhould guard againſt its Contagion, 
as we would againſt that of the Plague ; 
not by knocking Men on the Head, Who 
are infected; or refuſing them any proper 
Aſſiſtance, in our Power, to cure them 
of the Evil; but by preventing their in- 
ſinuating of their Poiſon into the heal- 
thy.— The Want of ſuch Care, is matter 
of Humiliation, whilſt we are alarm'd 
with Danger from this quarter. And 
here our Magiſtrates have. great con- 

cern. | 
Dur Lawyers, thoſe Judges of Law, 
and Defenders of Property, are expos'd 
in common with others, to the public 
threatning 


\ 


6 14 )»: 
threatening Evil.; and it will become 
them to reflect, how far they have bo- 
neſtly | ris for-the Rights of Men ; and 
bow far they have ſtudiouſſy diſguiſed and 
hid from the. Court, the Truth of the 
Cafe, or what they were convinced was 
ſo.———For ſurely, it muſt be an un- 
pardonable Crime in 3 wilfully and 
knowingly to pervert Judgment. io rob 
the Widow and Fatherleſs; and for the 
ſake of a Fee, to do the utmoſt in their 
Power, to procure a public Sanction or 
Decree i in order to eſtabliſh Falſehood, to 
the Injury of the Opponent. — An honeſt 
Man would ſurely tremble to think, that 
by his Sopbiſtry in pleading, he ſhould 
ſucceed; to the ſupplanting the rightful 
Heir of his Poſſeſſions But 1 for- 
bear. ſince the many ſhining Charac- 
| fers in the Law, are undoubtedly. the 
Glory of Britons,” and an unſpeakable 
Security to our preſent Conſtitution! _ 
Our Clergy, of every Denomination, 
which I mean, public Inſtructors, the 
Overſeers of Chriſtian Aſſemblies, of 
every Denomination of Proteſtants, have 
many of them, too great Reaſon of Hu- 
15 miliation. 
J ſhall begin with ide Clergy of the 
. Churches of England; that is, the Paſtors 


of 


(5) 


tors of the ſeveral Aſſemblies and Societies, 


who worſhip God, ee to 2 ame 
eſtabliſhed Form. 

And have not you great Meade of Hu- 
| miliation, when you reflect, that the 
ſpread of Popery in this Kingdom, is, in 
a great Meaſure, owing to the Neglect 
of many of your Order, or Body? I pre- 
ſume this is capable of undoubted Proof: 
To what can it be owing, but to the Neglect 
of inſtructing the poor, and the ignorant, 
and of viſiting thoſe of the loweſt Con- 
dition ? For, from among theſe, the Ro- 
miſh-Priefts reap the oreateſt Harveſt. 
What little Pains is there taken to lead 
the labouring and ignorant Poor. into a 
Knowledge of the true and important 
Principles of Chriſtianity ? Is not this an 
_ eſſential Part of the Cure or Care, of Souls, 
that the Clergy take upon them? And is 
not the Neglect owing to Non-refidence?-» 
to an Unconcerneaneſs about the proper 
Cure. to a firſt-Concern being em- 
ployed about Church-Preferments . 
This Sin ſhould not be concealed ; this 
Agag ſhould-not be ſpaſed ; for be who 
covereth, or ſpareth his Sins ſhall not proſ- 
per. Had they, the Clergy, ſhewn their 
People the great Uſe and Importance of 


Brble-Kniwledge, or of an Acquaintance 


with 
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Sd IE. 
the People been once led into a juſt Value 
of the Holy Scriptures, they would not 
eaſily have been prevailed upon to part 
with them for a Romi ſb-Miſſal, a wretched 
Maſs- Book ; no, nor for all the Trumpery of 
their Traditions and lying Legends. 
Let ſuch of the Clergy, who have been 
lty of theſe criminal Negligences, re- 
with becoming Remorſe, and deter- 
mine a ſpeedy Reformation. And with- 
out this is done, a Complaint of not put- 
ting the Laws in execution againſt Po- 
pery, will indeed ſignify little. The 
Clergy know, that the more ignorant their 
People, the more prepared they are 
for ſwallowing the Popiſh-Bait ; for the 
Prieſt is there, almoſt ſure of Succeſs, — 
Spread Bzble- Knowledge, the Principles 
of pure Chriſtianity, and inculcate the 
true Spirit of it, and you may, with o- 
thers doing their parts, bid defiance to any 
further Attempts from the Miniſters of 
Furtbermore, our Clergy, of all Deno- 
minations, have reaſon to humbly them- 
ſelves deeply before God, ſo far as they 
have been guilty of raiſing Party-Zeal; 
thus teaching their Hearers to violate that 
great Chriſtian-Law, CyAariTy, This 
þ x68 is 


(27). 


is effected, by prompting their People to 


them; and to look upon none, but thoſe 
of their own! Denomination and way of 


thinking, to be in the right way to Hea+ 


ven, tho' the difference is only in ſpecu> 
lati ve points l both holding the Heap; by 


believing, that ' there is but one God. and | 
one Mediator between God and Man, the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus. Vet they ſtigma- 


tize with the Name of Schiſmatic or He- 
retic; becauſe not of their Party. So that 


if a Man dares to judge for himſelf; and 


does but frankly deliver what appears to 


him 0 be tbe Mind of Chrift, he is pre- 


ſently mark d out by ſome Character or 
other, that may render him obnoxious; 


ſuch as Arian, Socinian, or Arminian, 


Kc. Thus they undermine the very 
Principles of the RETORMATION; and 
do the greateſt Service they can do to the 
Enemies of it, by contending for a For- 
mulary of dogmatic Theology, and the Sut- 
frage of mighty venerable, tho' very fal- 
üble Men I And by cenſuring ſuch as 
won't ſubſcribe, as unſound and heterodox, 
nay, as. Perverters of the Faith, once deli- 
vered to the Saints. — To contend ear- 
neſtly, rather uncharitably for «ae Faith, 
is to uſe the Devil's Weapons! 
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iholic Church, 


(8) 
But how inconſiſtent is this with the 
Proteſtant Name, and with the Princi- 
ples of the Reformation ? When every one 


of the Canons and Decrees of all the Coun- 
cells, that have been held fince the Days 
of the Apoſtles, have no more Authority 


or binding Force, than the Opinion of any 
good old Woman ; and muſt equally with 


Her's, ſubmit to be tried by our own 


Judgment, before we admit the Rea- 


1ſonableneſs or Truth of it. 


A little more Humility waht a 


better become Proteſtant Miniſters * ! 


And if Charity had but the Sceptre, ſhe 
would quickly ſet all to rights; but ſhe 
ſeems to be a perfect Stranger, and quite 


out of Favour with thoſe Clergymen, who 


are afraid of recommending theſe Apoſ- 


tolical Injunctions, viz. of being kindly 


affettioned one to another, with otherly 


Love, in Honour preferring one another, 


Honouring all Men, as well as loving the 
"Brotherhood ; — theſe Injunctions fly in 


the Face of Party-Zeal, and put Bigotry 
itſelf to the Bluſh l. 


The uncatbolic, the cenſori ous, ' the 
damning Spirit ſuits beſt the Roman Ca- 
but with the moſt 

| ill 


G Ubi Humilitas, ibi Charitas ; ubi Charitas, ibi 


0 
ill Grace does it ſit on the Brow of Pro- 
teſtants. for truly: 
It muſt give a conſiſtent Protęſtant 
Teacher, of any Denomination, infinite 
Pleaſure, to find People uſing their own 
Underſtandings, and refuſing that any 
Man ſhall judge for them in religious 
Matters: however they differ, whilſt 
they make the Goſpel their Rule of 
Faith and Manners, they are the Object 
of a Chriſtian Miniſter's Delight and 
Joy !———That Mind muſt be govern'd 
by ſome mean, baſe, pitiful, ſordid. 
Principles which can take Occaſion of 

Diiſguſt at another's making that free Uſe 
of his intellectual Powers, in religious 
matters, which God, Reſon and Reli- 
gion demand. —And thoſe Reverend Gen- 
tlemen, who would impoſe Articles of 
Faith, or violate the Rights of Conſcience, 
are much more fit-to conſecrate a Jubilee 
to the Succeſs of a Popiſh Rebellion, than 
join a Public Humiliation in order to de- 
precate the Judgment.— 155 | 

It is the very fame thing, whether they 
be Epiſcopalians, Preſbyterians, Indepen- 
dants, or Baptiſts, &c. for the Spirit 1s 
the ſame. And why ſhould Men humble 
. themſelves, or fa/?, and pray againſt the 
Evils of Popery, whilſt they themſelves 

D 2 | 
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0 200 ; 


avow the very worſt Principles of it ?— 
All thoſe are guilty, who defame, reproach,” 


and brand others, as being For nb | 
infectious beings, becauſe they happen t 

differ from them in ſome diſputable Pont 
of Doctrine ?—Such Men one may. fafely 


: aver, want nothing but Power, and a 


little Dexterity in Practice, to make them 
capable of vyeing with the Popifſh Inqui- 
And their Faftings, are for 
Strife and Debate— — no 

In one Mord, diſallow ing, -ordfcouraging. 
the uſe of private Judg ment, as eſſential. : 


to religious Character, is the very Quin- 


teſſence of Popery. And all the Evils 
which are found in that Hell. born Thing, 
would ſoon have vigorous, flaming Shoots, 


from this poiſonous, mortal Root, even 


among ſuch inconſiſtent Proteſtants, if N 
civil Power was not wanting. 

Should true Humiliation take place 
among the Ciergy, who have been guilty 


of putting on this Popiſp Spirit, I ſhall” 


not deſpair of Succeſs ; for the Guardian 
of Truth, will make our Popiſh Enemies 
fly before us Hut without a Reformation 
in this point, the Reformation from 
Popery muſt wither, languiſh and die; 
but can never become n and flou- 


riſhing. 


As 


(28) 

As üb the Proteftait' Lait); many are” 
the Tniquities and Vices, they thould 
| lint and banden. 
halt mention ſome of chem pretty 
briefly,” and fo conclude . 
= Hümble yourſelves inflantly veldea God, 
for your being influenced, by an undue 
Regard'to your” Teachers, to alienate your 
Aﬀettion and Eſteem for y our differing from 
your Diffenting Brethren,” It was wicked 
in any Clergy-man of the eſtabliſhment 
- we Ren your Charity to others; who 
| t of the Eſtabliſhment, merely be- 
os ſe of their Proteſtant Diſent. This 
s perfectly inconſiſtent with the Principles 

of the Reformation; for your own Eſta- 
bliſhment is no other way to be vitidicated 
but upon the right of private Judgment and 
it was wicked in you to be thus perverted. 

And you, of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
make it your Lamentation that you have 
been prevailed upon by your Teachers, to 
alienate your Aﬀection and Eſteem for 
thoſe of the Eſtabliſhment ; fince it offers 
no Violence to the Conſciences of others, 
and leaves its Members at Liberty either 
to conform or diſſent, without any penal 
or damnatory Cenſure. Its Members 
ſhould therefore be held in Efteem as 


Chriſtian Brethren, as 3 
an 


! 
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Remorle of Mind, your. Teac 


Chriſtian Worſhip 
that thoſe whom you condemn as Hete- 


your cordial, affeRionate 
efides 8 fail not to i rhe 


upon you, as to fill y your ns: with En- 
1 Hatreds, and J Aninoſites towards 
eee, who differ from you: 
becauſe ou can only defend your own. 
Ds hom: the Eſtabliſhment upon a 


Ar öf thinking for yourſelves.— Why 


ſhould;you indulge to a cenſoriaus Spirit? 


= made you the Judges of other Men? 
who gave you a right to perſcribe for 


— Articles of Faith, or Rules of 
?. you: know not, but 


rodox,; may be more acce table in the 
fight of God than you yourſel en, with 


all your Orthodoxy ! 


Again, lament. and bewall all > 
want of Honour, Veneration, and 2 to 
your King; you, who have been guilty 
of offering Iñ̃dignity to the,Crown.—In a 


View of the — Rebellion, you may 


learn, as many have already done, that 


the tender Mereies of a Popiſh King are 


Cruelty, without a Figure. Confeſs your 
Folly 8 Madneſs in wiſhing a Change of 


Goreramen which has ou wrt that 


5 (cage) | 1 
vou have. Icathed Liberty, and grown 
wanton wit h Eaſe and public Prodpenity 1 
.. Henceforth: reſolve," you'll ginve the 
Hope, that you can ever be reconciled to 
Popiſh Darkneſs, and all its helliſn Fires 
of erſecution. 07 S103 e x 4.4 Toba rig 
And at the ſame time you are preparin 
for a Public Faſt, ak your Tang 
givings to Almighty God, that he, in his 
Providence, has ſpirited up the nation, 
under the preſent threatning, to ſuch an 
united abhorrence of this accurſed Rebel- 
lion. Pray, that our. ſenſe of the Value 
of our Bleſſings may grow, and fix in us. 
Further, lament your caſting the Fear 
of God, behind your backs; ſhewn by 
your valuing his Word no more; your 
— his Will no more; and no more 
- conforming to his Statutes.— your propha- 
ning his Day: ſurely one in ſeuen ſhould 
be employ'd in Acts of Piety and Devo- 
tion, and not in Pleaſure, — foraſmuch 
as a neglect of public Worſhip, will ever 
be found attended with a Decay of pub- 
lc Virtue: It ever has been; and muſt ever 
neceſſarily be ſo: Since nothing but a 
public Reverence of God, can preſerve 
public Virtue. And ſtated Seaſons of 
public Worſhip, are found calculated to 
W . ſpread 


8 a deat — 
.  #bnonr'idone to. Tgfur, by throwing>Ron- . 
23 tempt on the Inſtitutions of Religion, | 
hich you h awe done tho you hope to 
ve Javed-thro' hi Mediation he 
further Diſbonour done to the Religion of 
Jang? _—_ Swearimg,! Lying, Fraud, In- 
„in the 'Tnfrooucſe 
chat you 44 with one another, 9on | 
=—_ __ .thould lame nt and reform. | Likewuſe>the 
= © Want of Veneration, due Eſteem and 
Hinbunm to all your: Egllow - Creatures, | 
=  _ Jotciioned by Pride, Paſſion; Sel Witneſs, 5 
and ni many earthly and ſenſual Luſts, ; 
ſhduld be: lamented and reform d. 
Iament alſo your diſputing the Reaſona- 
blenefs of thoſe Demands which the Goſ— 
pel makes of Se/f-denial and Mirtafication, „ 
in the due Government of your Appf e 
tites and Paſſions, or your reſtraining 
therm in their Exceſſes. This aj $.4n . 
nothing more, than in the ice f 
HORN; which gives the open Lye i 
m tt that Declaration of Jeſus, namely, 4 
== + Thdtheavho lookethon « Woman to luſt after 
= ber, batb committed Adultery already,with 
ber in bis Heart. Can it be thaught un- 
reaſonable that Bodily Chaſtity ſhauld be 
- 6 in the * Senſe of it? 


When 


1 


Formeatron, be Jinneth againſt his own 


(5 J 
When every other Sin is without the Body; 


that is, without a Surrender of theClaim 5 | 


bodil y-Property : but he «who committeth 


Body. —He- alienates it from Jeſus, who 


died, role, and revived, that he might 


be Lord of it. It is unbecoming the 
Temple of a pure and holy Spirit, as 77 7s 


| Joyned to an Harlot, and become one Body 
with ber. 


And how can ſuch a Body 
be fit for putting on a glorious Likeneſs 


to the Body of Jeſus, which is thus 2175 


crated? If it lie down thus filthy, 7 


doill be ' filthy ftill! the Grave will ks 


no Change tor the better. 

It is ſufficient, that a Angle Commu- 
nion and Intercourſe is provided for, by 
the Author of our Frame; and lien 
ever ſuch Intercourſe is admitted, the 
higheſt Security ſhould be given of the 


mutual Fidelity of both Male and Female! 


otherwiſe, Diſorder 1 is introduc'd in So- 


ciety, Virtue is riſk'd or ſacrificd, and 


Men become quite unworthy the Name 


of Chriſtians, —- 
Whether the riſing Generation is not 


in great Danger of an univerſal Corruf- 
tion from the wicked Example of the 


preſent Age, in thi Inſtance of Vice; I 


leave, as matter of ſober Reflexion 
E zo 


; Popi 


19 0 
e oath the e 
ont Men, to reconcile them to prieftly 5 


| Sn under Popery, on — 


88 o 
11 it ſhould, I will venture t 


that however God may, in his 1 


feriog Goodneß, now deliver us from our 
1 Enemies; this very Debauchery be. 
1 univerſal, muſt inevitably, tho 
fibly, introduce Popery ! As that Re- 


rauny, by indulging them in theſe criminal 


8 ratifications. ; 
Hut as every Luſt may hae its unlimited 


ould look upon the preſent Threat- 
ning, as defigned to arouſe us to better 


Confideration: as deſigned to engage us ta 


forſake ali our Vices, — and ſubdue 
W LE and it ourſelves like Men. 
Should we be favoured e 


from our French and other Popiſh Ene- 
mies, we ſhould reſolve, that we Will 


nay forget the. Salvation. That af — 
forward we. will not grow wanton with our 


| Liberty, Religious, or Civil. That we will 


ful Senſe of the Interpoſal, 


W our gr 


in our increaſing Piety, and growing 
Virtue, | And that this ſhall be the Ex- 
 emple. we, will ſet our Children, how 
they {hall uſe and improve the Bleflings, 


tianſmitted down to them. Being fully 
convinced, that- le, e, 4 
Nation, 


* 
— 


eaſy terms, 


* 
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| Nation, but that Sin is the Reproach * 


any Fa Repent and reform. Then, 


* * 


The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chri 
all! be with you all. Amen x 


if 


—— 


* 2 


h nk 


N 


. 


by 


- K 


r 


